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Many of our members make up the 
group of nearly 4,000 annual visitors 
that enjoy the historic Stimson‑Green 
Mansion each year. Maybe you took 
one of our Second Tuesday Tours, 
attended our popular spirits tasting 
fundraiser Vintage Washington, or 
even sat for a picture on Santa’s lap. 
We are so proud of our home in Seattle 
and the work we’ve accomplished over 
the years to preserve and share this 
significant piece of Washington history 
as we fulfill our mission.
As members of the Washington Trust, 
we count on your support each year 
in a financial and advocacy capacity. 
Our organization is only as strong as 
our membership, and thankfully we’re 
pretty strong. However, membership 
dollars only stretch so far – they 
support many facets of our work, but 
do not cover all costs needed for any 
single program we operate. Therefore, 
when we are faced with large system 
upgrades and improvements at 
the Stimson‑Green Mansion, it is 
necessary to seek additional support 
to avoid diverting funds from our 
existing programs. Like many advocacy 
organizations, we are necessarily 
strategic: we started applying for grant 
funding last year for Phase III system 
and infrastructure improvements; I’m 
happy to announce we have raised just 
over half of our $825,000 goal! Now, 
more than ever, we need the support of 
our members to help close the gap on 
the total. 
How did we get to Phase III? Shortly 
after the Trust was gifted ownership 
of the Stimson‑Green Mansion in 2001, 
we engaged a consultant to complete 
a historic structures report (HSR) and 
prepare a detailed list of preservation 
priorities. The findings in the HSR 
spurred Phases I and II which included 
the rehabilitation of historic interior 
finishes and updating mechanical 
systems. In 2013, we updated the 
list of priorities in a Capital Needs 
Assessment and charted out the 
useful life of existing systems and 
infrastructure. The third phase of work 
began in late summer of 2015 with the 
rehabilitation of the Carriage House, 

addressing inappropriate alterations 
that occurred over the years. The end 
result is a space open and accessible to 
the public for smaller events and tours. 
The Carriage House rehab allowed 
us to expand the interpretation of the 
Stimson‑Green story, while increasing 
revenue opportunities through lease 
and rental fees. This past summer we 
continued to address Phase III work 
elements with the replacement of the 
side sewer, installing the Mansion’s 
first backflow valve! Perhaps not 
as exciting as restoring interior 
decorative elements, this nonetheless 
was a critical first step to the overall 
replacement of our domestic water 
and plumbing system. Like most 
things at the Mansion, the plumbing 
system is original to the house and has 
reached its useful lifespan. (Although 
we advocate for preservation, 
some building elements – like 
plumbing – warrant replacement!) 
What is left to do? Plenty. The 
replacement of the entire plumbing 
system will begin in early 2017, 
commencing in small projects 
throughout the year to accommodate 
event schedules and funding 
requirements. Two public bathrooms 
on the second floor will require a full 
interior renovation to access plumbing 
systems without damaging landmarked 
interiors on the first floor. This winter 
we also hope to install historically 
appropriate security gates at the side 
entrances to the Mansion in response 
to increasing safety concerns within 
the neighborhood that will protect the 
building, staff, tenants, and visitors. 
We are also taking advantage of having 
the walls open during the plumbing 
project by addressing a long overdue 
upgrade and replacement of the data 
infrastructure within the Mansion. 
This will allow staff and visitors to 
benefit from the latest technology 
and will increase opportunities for 
expanded programming for tours and 
events. Finally, if you’ve ever taken a 
close look, you likely noticed both the 
building and Carriage House are in 
need of masonry repointing, cleaning 
and repair. You may have also noticed 
we recently removed a dead tree on the 

Something old, something new
By Julianne Patterson, Development & Events
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south end of the property. A complete 
site and landscape restoration plan will 
follow once all exterior plumbing and 
building work is complete.
Many of the projects I have mentioned 
could be addressed piecemeal as things 
break or leak. Sadly, this is typically 
the maintenance “plan” concerning the 
treatment of historic buildings: reacting 
to problems rather than planning for 
solutions. We discourage others from 
adopting this approach and understand 
the importance of exemplifying best 
preservation practices in our own 
project planning, management, and 
execution. By addressing needs 
holistically through this third phase 
of work, we can achieve this goal. As 
members of the Washington Trust, 
advocates for the Stimson‑Green 
Mansion, and strong supporters of 
the preservation of significant historic 
buildings, we know this goal is also 
important to you. That is why we are 
asking for your support to complete 
this project and steward the Mansion 
for another 15+ years! 
Support for this project can be 
expressed in many ways. The easiest 
way is by making an additional 
contribution toward the capital 
improvements campaign when you 
renew your membership. We also 
encourage you to include this project 
when you consider your year‑end 
giving. Sponsorship or donation of in‑
kind work necessary to complete the 
project and volunteer hours dedicated 
to helping the management of this 
project and fundraising campaign 
are also ways you can show your 
support through your talents and 
passion. Maybe you want to send 
a donation right now, taking action 
and displaying your confidence in 
the importance of this project. If you 
have ever attended an event at the 
Mansion (and I hope all of you have!), 
you likely experienced a sense of 
relief that a place like this remains 
in existence and open to the public. 
We want to keep it this way, but we 
need your support. As we wind down 
our 40th anniversary celebrations, 
please consider a contribution to the 
Stimson‑Green Mansion Phase III 
capital improvements. We are so very 
thankful for your support.

UPCOMING DATES
SIVINSKI APPLICATIONS DUE | October 17, 2016

The Valerie Sivinski Washington Preserves Fund is an annual grant program 
that provides up to $2,000 or building assessment services to organizations 
involved in historic preservation around our state. Be sure to get your 
applications in soon! Awards are announced at the Sivinski Holiday Benefit.

ANNUAL MEMBERS MEETING | October 21, 2016

Join us for our Annual Business Meeting and Member’s Reception in 
downtown Richland. All members and friends are invited to attend as 
board president Doug Ito highlights Trust accomplishments and activities 
over the past year. 

SANTA AT THE MANSION | December 4, 2016

Skip the lines at the mall and have your photo taken with a real Victorian 
Santa at the historic Stimson‑Green Mansion! Guests will enjoy free 
parking, cookies, and cider while getting the chance to see our beautiful 
headquarters building. Santa will be in from 11am to 3pm.

SIVINSKI HOLIDAY BENEFIT | December 6, 2016

Celebrate the holiday season and local preservation in Washington State at 
our annual benefit from 5:30pm to 8:30pm. In addition to plenty of holiday 
merriment, the benefit will feature the announcement of the 2017 Valerie 
Sivinski Washington Preserves Fund grant recipients.

REUBEN’S BREWS “THANK YOU THURSDAY” | December 22, 2016

Join the Washington Trust for a fun fundraising event, “Thank You 
Thursday” at Reuben’s Brews in the Ballard neighborhood of Seattle. 
One dollar of every pint sold at Reuben’s Brews this night will go to the 
Washington Trust—pints for preservation, anyone?

MOST ENDANGERED NOMINATIONS DUE | January 11, 2017

Are you looking for preservation advocacy support in your community? Let 
us know about an endangered historic resource in your area by nominating 
it to our Most Endangered program. Listed properties will receive special 
advocacy efforts and attention from the Washington Trust all year long. Our 
2017 list will be announced in April at RevitalizeWA. Please contact Jennifer 
Mortensen, Preservation Services Coordinator, for guidance before submitting 
your nomination. 

PRESERVATION ADVOCACY WEEK | March 14-16, 2017

We invite all members, friends, and preservation enthusiasts to join us 
in Washington, DC for Preservation Advocacy Week (AKA: Lobby Day) 
to advocate for national preservation legislation. Travel scholarships are 
available to all attendees through the generous sponsor funding we receive. 
Mark your calendar and let us know if you can join our grassroots group!

REVITALIZEWA | April 23-26, 2017

We are thrilled to announce that beautiful downtown Ellensburg has been 
selected as the host community for RevitalizeWA 2017! Be sure to save 
the date for our annual preservation and Main Street conference, and stay 
tuned for more information about session proposal deadlines, sponsorship 
opportunities, and special events!
For more information about any of these events, please visit our website at 
preservewa.org, or call our office at 206-624-9449.
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Home at last! Spokane Public Radio 
(SPR) has completed its “Move to a 
Sound Future.” With assistance from 
a Washington State “Building for the 
Arts” grant, SPR acquired, remodeled, 
and moved into historic Fire Station 
No. 3 at 1229 N. Monroe near 
downtown Spokane. SPR acquired the 
building in October 2013, and after 
two years of design and construction, 
took occupancy in October 2015. SPR 
completed the complicated move of 
three radio stations in January 2016.
The vintage fire station (yes, the two 
fire poles are intact) now houses SPR’s 
complete broadcast services. The 
newly remodeled facility provides a 
foundation to increase and improve 
production of news, arts, and 
humanities programs. It serves as 
an interactive “hub” for community, 
local, and regional productions. The 
building now houses a beautiful 
performance and recording hall that 
frequently features interviews and 
live broadcasts with musicians and 
theater actors.
This building’s rehabilitation 
represents a dynamic part of the 
redevelopment of the West Central 
District of Spokane. External 

Spokane Public Radio: on the air at Fire Station No. 3
By Dr. Cary Boyce, Spokane Public Radio President & General Manager

improvements include repairing 
the building’s foundation, roof, 
brickwork, and windows. The front 
courtyard now features a sculpture 
by renowned artist Harold Balazs 
called “Listen,” commissioned with 
funds from the Harriet Cowles 
Family Foundation. The sculpture 
resides in the newly dedicated Jim 
Sheehan Family Courtyard, and the 

sculpture itself was “played in” by 
percussionists from the Spokane 
Symphony; the performance can 
be heard at spokanepublicradio.org. 
The Spokane County Conservation 
District also replaced a badly 
damaged, dying tree in the courtyard 
with a beautiful young Kousa 
Dogwood.
The cost of the project for acquisition, 
remodeling and new broadcast 
equipment was $5 million. The 
project was assisted by several 
sources including grants from the tax 
payers of Washington through a state 
“Building for the Arts” capital grant, 
a federal grant from the National 
Endowment for the Humanities, 
and a grant from the MJ Murdock 
Foundation. Listeners and other 
private gifts accounted for about 
$2 million, and about $500,000 in 
funds came from Federal Historic 
Tax Credits. Partners in the project 
include Harvey Morrison (SPR 
construction project manager), Walker 
Construction (general contractor), 
and Copeland Architecture and 
Construction (design).
Fire Station No. 3 lies within the West 
Quadrant Tax Increment Finance 
District, meaning that funds invested 

The Zuill Trio at Spokane Public Radio. Photo by Don Hamilton, Hamilton Photography 
Studio.

Historic photo from the 1930s of Fire Station No. 3. Photo courtesy of the Northwest 
Museum of Arts and Culture in Spokane.
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in this project will also provide tax 
assistance to projects and businesses, 
including our own, throughout the 
entire district. The building lies 
close to and within easy walking 
distance of the most populated and 
active area of downtown Spokane, 
greatly increasing SPR’s visibility and 
accessibility as a community hub and 
central gathering place for the many 
of SPR’s community projects.
The station is currently working 
on maximizing the potential of the 
new building and its service to the 
community. This includes more live 
broadcasts from the performance hall, 
improved news coverage, bringing 
more arts coverage from around 
the region, and increasing the SPR 
internship program in partnership 
with local universities and colleges.
During the building’s long history 
as a fire station, it housed a machine 
shop in the rear (west) section to build 
and work on engines and equipment, 
a dormitory area for firemen’s cots 
near wooden lockers on the second 

level, a two‑story drying tower for 
hoses, and spaces for five fire engines. 
The building is on both the National 
and Spokane Historic Registers.
Spokane Public Radio reaches about 
1.1 million people in 750 communities 
across 20,000 square miles of the 
Inland Northwest. This includes 
eastern Washington, north Idaho, as 

well as parts of Montana, Oregon, 
and British Columbia, reaching both 
urban and rural areas with news, 
information, music, entertainment, 
and cultural programming.
More information on the building, 
as well as before and after pictures, 
can be found at spokanepublicradio.org 
with a click on the “about” tab.

cplinc.com

Coughlin Porter Lundeen is a structural and civil engineering firm with 
a staff of more than 80 professionals. We have been providing inventive 
solutions and outstanding design to clients throughout the Pacific 
Northwest since 1994. We specialize in structural design, civil/site design, 
historic renovation, seismic evaluation, and surface water management.

rafn.com

Rafn Company is a leading general contractor in the renovation of 
historic buildings in the Puget Sound region. With over 100 renovation 
projects completed, we are highly skilled and experienced in what it 
takes for a successful renovation project. We work to build success for 
our people, customers, and associates by delivering a quality result, 
every time, measurably and profitably.

Firefighting artifacts on display at Spokane Public Radio.
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Carpenters, masons, plumbers, and 
craftspeople working in all variety 
of trades and artistic endeavors 
generally arrive at a job site with 
all the right tools in their toolbox. It 
would be difficult, indeed, to repair 
exterior masonry without a chisel, 
fix a leak without a pipe wrench, 
or build a house without a square 
and level (although the lean in 
some historic structures suggest this 
has happened before!). Similarly, 
advocacy groups rely on a full 
spectrum of strategies to implement 
and achieve their respective missions. 
As with the trades, a lack of proper 
“tools” leaves us short‑handed to 
mount a comprehensive campaign in 
support of historic resources.
The tools available have evolved 
over the years. This year, we are 
celebrating the 50th anniversary of 
the National Historic Preservation 
Act (NHPA). This legislation 
established the over‑arching 
framework of policies focused on 
historic preservation, including the 
creation of the National Register 

of Historic Places, the structure for 
state and tribal historic preservation 
offices, and the system of certified 
local governments enabling 
individual cities and towns to 
develop local historic preservation 
programs. Following passage of the 
NHPA, advocates were able to turn 

to a codified system of laws to bolster 
preservation efforts, whereas before 
a rising tide of pro‑preservation 
sentiment was needed to propel 
public opinion toward saving historic 
places.
Laws, however, are not interpreted 
consistently – and sometimes they 

Defending our heritage
By Chris Moore, Executive Director

The Green Mountain Fire Lookout in the Mount Baker–Snoqualmie National Forest was on our Most Endangered list in both 1999 and 
2008. It was saved in 2014.

The post exchange and gymnasium at Fort Lawton. This fort campus was one of the 
Washington Trust’s first engagements with legal defense in the 1980s.
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are ignored all together. When this 
happens, preservationists must be 
ready and willing to step into the 
fray. The Washington Trust did 
just this in the late 1980s, filing a 
lawsuit in federal court to prevent 
demolition of historic buildings in 
Seattle’s Fort Lawton Park. The suit 
prompted a compromise resulting in 
preservation of a handful of historic 
buildings in the park. (To read the 
full story of Fort Lawton, visit our 40 
for 40 page: preservewa.org/40for40.
aspx). More recently, we have been 
involved in legal battles to save the 
Green Mountain Fire Lookout (we 
lost the case but saved the Lookout 
thanks to federal legislation) along 
with historic trail shelters within 
Olympic National Park (a case that 
remains ongoing). Many of our 
readers are familiar with the Nuclear 
Reactor Building on the University of 
Washington (UW) Campus in Seattle. 
Following submittal of a nomination 
by advocates seeking local landmark 
status for the National Register‑listed 
building, the UW sued the City of 
Seattle, arguing they were exempt 
from the local historic preservation 
ordinance. The Washington 
Trust, along with advocacy 
organizations Historic Seattle and 
Docomomo WEWA, joined the 
lawsuit in support of the city.

In all the above cases, however, we 
have relied on pro‑bono (or deeply 
discounted) attorney services. 
The National Trust for Historic 
Preservation has also generously 
authored amicus curiae (friend of the 
court) briefs. While these briefs help 
inform the court, they do not have 
the same impact as being an actual 
litigant. In short, to have a full toolkit, 

organizations must have a dedicated 
source of funding to which they can 
turn when legal steps must be taken. 
Beginning in October, the Washington 
Trust is pleased to announce that we 
now have such a fund.
Earlier this year, Seattle’s longtime 
historic preservation officer, Karen 
Gordon, retired after three decades 
of service. The Washington Trust and 
Historic Seattle hosted a retirement 
party for Karen at the Stimson‑Green 
Mansion, and she very graciously 
requested that anyone wishing to 
honor her career do so by donating 
jointly to both organizations. All 
proceeds from the event are being 
used to establish legal defense funds 
within the Washington Trust and 
Historic Seattle, respectively. Karen’s 
request, coupled with the generosity 
of her guests, now puts us in a 
significantly stronger position to take 
pro‑active legal measures to save 
places that matter.
There are many ways our members 
and friends can support the 
important work we do. Our newly 
established Legal Defense Fund offers 
one more opportunity to donate to 
the cause – and believe me, we will 
fight the good fight!

The Canyon Creek Trail Shelter in Olympic National Park. The Washington Trust is 
currently involved in a lawsuit to protect historic trail shelters in the park.

The Nuclear Reactor Building on the UW Seattle Campus was listed as a Most 
Endangered Historic Property in 2008 and 2015. The Washington Trust joined the lawsuit 
to help defend the building, but it was ultimately demolished by UW in July.
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Earlier this year our region lost an 
extraordinarily enthusiastic and 
passionate historic preservation 
advocate and architect, Les Tonkin. 
Les contributed so much to the 
preservation of historic places around 
Washington State and was at the 
forefront of successful efforts to adapt 
historic buildings for low‑income 
housing purposes. He practiced 
architecture for almost 50 years after 
earning his B. Arch at the University 
of Oregon in 1966. He founded his 
initial private practice in his Tukwila 
basement in 1972 and then became 
active in historic preservation work 
in 1977.
Les was born in Chicago as the 
grandchild of both a Pennsylvanian 
coal mining family and Sicilian 
immigrants, who played important 
roles in his upbringing. At a 
young age he moved with his 
family to Belmont, California. As 
a child he loved to draw boats and 
discovered a passion for architecture 
while studying mechanical and 
architectural drawing in high school, 
at which point he determined 
he would become an architect. 
Childhood experiences in the Bay 
Area also formed his life‑long 

desire to help people find safe and 
permanent housing. His passion for 
historic preservation and focus on 
multi‑family housing began during 
his college years. He lived his dream 
of becoming an architect; always 
willing to take on the next great 
architectural or historic preservation 
challenge. He was innovative and 

extraordinarily 
generous with 
his talents – 
always seeing 
the potential 
for almost any 
old building as 
well as the many 
individuals who 
he encountered 
over his life and 
long professional 
career. Near the 
end of his life, 
Les was still 
hard at work on 
the Winthrop 
Hotel in Tacoma 
and Building 9 
(former Officers 
Barracks) in the 

Sand Point Naval Air Station Historic 
District, now part of Magnuson Park; 
both are innovative housing projects 
that he had long championed.
For many years Les practiced in 
Pioneer Square with his good 
friend Walt Greissinger (Tonkin/
Greissinger Architecture) and then 
in various partnership iterations 
housed on the upper floor of the 
Buttnick Building. He fulfilled his 
passion for history and architecture 
leaving a tremendous legacy of 
preserved historic buildings and 
innovative low‑income, senior and 
work force housing projects. Among 
his most notable projects involving 
the preservation and rehabilitation 
of historic properties are: the Fort 
Steilacoom Restoration; Triangle 
Hotel & Bar, Seattle; Wallingford 
Center (Interlake School Adaptive 
Use); Old State Capital, Olympia; 
San Juan County Courthouse; 
Ronald School (Shoreline Historical 
Museum); Fort Lawton Adaptive Use 
Study; Port Townsend Main Street; 
Port Townsend Library; Hoquiam 
Public Library; Seattle Japanese 

Les at work.

Les with a jackhammer in front of the Triangle Building in Seattle.
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Language School; Vashon Historical 
Museum; and the Snoqualmie School.
A significant portion of his career 
was devoted to designing projects 
that created low‑income and senior 
housing units both in new modern 
complexes and very often in historic 
buildings adapted to serve those 
purposes. This work involved the 
planning, design and construction of 
dozens of modern housing projects 
around the region including Rainier 
Vista, Holly Park, Brettler Family 
Place and Aki Kurose Village to name 
only a few. Among the most notable 
of the adaptive use and upgraded 
housing projects involving historic 
buildings are: Morrison Hotel, Seattle; 
Frye Hotel, Seattle; Julie Apartments, 
Seattle; Jensen Block, Seattle; Alps 
Hotel, Seattle; Westlake Hotel, Seattle; 
Bush Hotel, Seattle; Milwaukee Hotel, 
Seattle; Baldwin Building, Seattle; 
Spruce Park Apartments, Seattle; 
Dorothy Day Apartments, Seattle; 
Fleetwood Building, Olympia; and 
Washington School Apartments, 
Walla Walla.
In the early 1980s Les became actively 
involved with the Washington Trust 
for Historic Preservation, serving 
on the volunteer Trust board and 
subsequently as vice‑president 
and president. This was the era 
when there was no paid staff or 
real office and board members kept 
the organization going by taking 
on many challenging tasks. Les 

volunteered to provide a space (along 
with phone & office equipment) 
within his Pioneer Square offices 
to house the Washington Trust, its 
records and work space. He also 
provided some staff support from his 
very capable office manager Virginia 
McDonald, and the organization 
was able to gradually hire its earliest 
paid Executive Directors (Garry 
Schalliol, Becky Day, and Virginia 
Wilcox). During his service on the 
board he led the effort to save Fort 
Lawton when the Washington Trust 
undertook litigation in federal court 
to force the City of Seattle to adhere 
to the Memorandum of Agreement 
that was central to the transfer of the 
Fort property and its use for public 
park purposes. Seven of the twelve 
City‑owned buildings within the Fort 
Lawton Historic District at Discovery 
Park were preserved due to this 
effort. He also undertook outreach 
efforts throughout the state and 
regularly traveled at his own expense 
to provide technical assistance to 
property owners and local advocacy 
efforts in various communities 
including Ellensburg, Friday Harbor 
and Port Townsend. He subsequently 
served on the Historic Seattle Council 
for ten years between 1992 and 2002 
and helped to further its preservation 
mission.
In addition to his passion for saving 
historic places in the region, Les 
loved to cook and to travel abroad 
especially to Italy and Mexico where 

he had many memorable experiences 
and friends. He was preceded in 
death by his wife of 35 years, Liz 
Tuckness Tonkin and is survived by 
his wife Karin Hunt, son Mathew, 
and daughter Terry along and 
their families. He is greatly missed 
by those who had the pleasure of 
working with him and all who 
had the good fortune to cross his 
path. We remember him with great 
appreciation for his true love of life, 
devotion to historic preservation, his 
generosity and all of his compassion 
and kindness toward others; our city 
and region will continue to benefit 
from the tangible legacy he has 
left us.
A festive celebration of Les’ life was 
held on April 30th and he will be 
posthumously honored by Historic 
Seattle at its Annual Preservation 
Awards on October 13th. At Les’ 
request, donations in his memory 
can be made to the Washington 
Trust (preservewa.org) or the Housing 
Development Consortium of Seattle‑
King County (housingconsortium.org).

The Wallingford Center in Seattle, a ground‑breaking project adapting an old school into 
housing. Adaptive use for new housing was very important to Les throughout his career.

The Triangle Building in Seattle, one of 
Les’ first projects and the location of his 
office for many years.
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Discover Washington: Youth Heritage 
Project (YHP) is the Washington 
Trust for Historic Preservation’s 
annual field school that engages 
high school students by connecting 
them to historic, cultural, and natural 
resources. YHP introduces historic 
preservation to a younger generation: 
the future leaders that will work to 
save the places that matter.
Partnering with the National Park 
Service and the Washington State 
Department of Archaeology and 
Historic Preservation, our 2016 
program was designed to introduce 
participants to historic buildings and 
landscapes at Mount Rainier while 
also celebrating the 100th anniversary 
of the National Park Service.
We began this year’s program with a 
discussion focused on characteristics 
of cultural landscapes, the qualities 
of integrity historic structures exhibit, 
and how both play a role in enhancing 
the historic character of Mount Rainier 
National Park. Sketching constituted 
an early form of documentation 
for naturalists and conservationists 
alike. In that spirit, we provided YHP 
participants with sketching materials 
and instruction on how these tools can 
be utilized to interpret natural and 
historic resources.
Additional forms of interpretation 
were explored in an activity 
called “Values of the Past.” Using 

biographical information of people 
significant to the Mount Rainier 
area, students adopted personas 
(with the help of a few props!) and 
introduced themselves to one another. 
The exercise allowed participants to 
learn about historic perspectives on 
the environment, national parks, and 
social issues. 
Led by NPS staff, students toured 
the Longmire Visitor Area, 
becoming familiar with its history 
and development. The Longmire 
Historic District boasts the nation’s 

largest collection of Rustic style 
architecture, colloquially known as 
“Parkitecture,” while the Trail of the 
Shadows contains the Longmire Cabin 
associated with early white settlers 
responsible for developing Longmire 
as a recreation destination – the 
oldest surviving structure in the park. 
Following the tours, students selected 
elements and features of Longmire 
most interesting to them for sketching.
An afternoon at the Paradise Visitor 
Area allowed students to experience 
the awe‑inspiring scenery for which 
Mount Rainier is famous. With dinner 
enjoyed at the stunning Paradise 
Inn, our focus on Rustic design and 
craftsmanship came full circle!
Armed with a variety of gardening 
implements, we unleashed students in 
the Longmire Historic District. Their 
task: clearing brush, grass and moss 
from a tennis court and uncovering 
the historic river rock boulders that 
define roads and pedestrian pathways 
within Longmire. The work enabled 
students to recognize how small 
details serve as important contributing 
elements to the character of a historic 
district. 
Building on the positive reception of 
group projects from YHP 2015, we 

YHP at Mount Rainier National Park 
By Jennifer Mortensen, Preservation Services Coordinator

A YHP service project helping clean up at the Longmire Historic District.

Group shot of Youth Heritage Project 2016 with students holding their drawings of 
buildings and elements at Longmire.
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designed four new projects to allow 
students to utilize their newfound 
understanding of historic preservation 
and the Longmire Historic District. 
Working in small groups, students 
examined and assessed potential 
methods of visitor engagement with 
historic and cultural resources at 
Mount Rainier National Park.
Adaptive Use – Two student groups 
toured two under‑used buildings 
in the Longmire Historic District, 
exploring their potential to be 
repurposed for visitor or staff use. 
Exercises included an assessment of 
park needs, measuring buildings, 
and sketching floor plans, all while 
considering methods to sensitively 
alter buildings without impacting 
historic character.
Exhibit Design & Interpretation – 
Following an introduction to exhibit 
design methods, two student groups 
collaborated to develop an interpretive 
exhibit for a historic bus associated 
with early transportation in Mount 
Rainier National Park. Challenges 
included accommodating an 
atypically large artifact, determining 
an appropriate location to exhibit the 
artifact, and describing how the Red 
Bus would contribute to the overall 
visitor experience at Longmire.
Graphic Design – Two student groups 
focusing on graphic design were 
asked to create a poster that would 
draw visitors to the Longmire Historic 
District based on what they learned 
about its history and significance. 
After learning some basics elements 
of and strategies for graphic design, 
students selected elements of 
Longmire most compelling to them, 
using those features to entice potential 
visitors to experience Longmire 
firsthand.
Technology – The final two groups 
were tasked with designing a cell 
phone app to improve the visitor 
experience at Mount Rainier. Beyond 
content and design, students grappled 
with larger questions related to 
the impact technology might have 
on parks. Students conceptualized 
several creative tools connecting the 
historic evolution of Longmire, the 
natural elements of the landscape, and 

the present‑day visitor experience of 
Mount Rainier.
The culmination of this year’s 
YHP program was our Town Hall 
which was held at the landmark 
Longmire Community Building. 
Students presented their projects 
to a panel comprised of the Mount 
Rainier Park Superintendent and 
Deputy Superintendent along with 
Washington’s 
State Historic 
Preservation 
Officer. The panel 
provided helpful, 
positive feedback 
to our student 
groups and praised 
the students for 
their creativity and 
thoughtfulness.
YHP 2016 was a 
great success, and 
we are already 
excited for and 
plannin g next 
year’s program 
which will be in 
downtown Tacoma 
with a focus on 
maritime heritage. 
We are also pleased 
to announce that 
YHP is partnering 
with the YMCA 
to provide a new 
youth program 

called Historic Outdoors. This new 
program is designed to connect youth 
to historic places in wilderness areas 
and foster within them conservation  
and preservation ethics for both cultural  
and natural resources. To learn more 
about YHP 2017 in Tacoma or Historic  
Outdoors, please email yhp@preservewa.org, 
call 206‑624‑9449, or visit: preservewa.
org/discoverwashingtonyhp.aspx.

At the Longmire Community Building for the YHP 2016 Town Hall presentations.

 
legacyrenovation.com

The preservation of our 
country’s historic buildings 
is complicated and not for 
the faint of heart. Legacy 
Renovation is committed to 
contributing to the architect’s 

and builder’s high expectations by providing not only top of 
the line products and services but, more importantly, worry free 
performance everyday and every time.
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Where in the WA? January 2017
For your next challenge, can you identify the building interior seen here? If so, email 
us at info@preservewa.org or call us at 206‑624‑9449 with the answer. Good luck!

We welcome images from readers taken in their favorite places around our beautiful 
state that we might be able to feature as a Where in the WA in the future. Email us a 
selfie with your favorite landmark, or post it on our Facebook page.

Readers of the July 2016 issue of 
Trust News no doubt recognized a 
familiar building type even though 
the location and use of the structure 
was known only to one. These small 
structures along our state’s rural 
roads serve important community 
needs but generally escape the notice 
of most travelers. This building did 
not go unnoticed, however, by Phil 
Brooke of Wilkeson, who is now two 
for two in sending in correct guesses. 
Thanks to his photographic memory 
of obscure history and his extensive 
exploration of our state, he was able 
to identify the so‑called “Smallest 
Post Office in the United States” 
located in Mineral near the historic 
Mineral Lake Lodge. 
If you read the text of the sign 
that adorns this small wood 
frame structure, you’d learn that 
the community need served by 
this local landmark was as a post 
office. According to the sign, 
August Ahlstrand conceived the 

idea of building a post office on his 
property in the late 1800s. At the 
time, settlers returning from supply 

trips would bring all the 
mail for those living in the 
area to Ahlstrand’s house 
due to its central location. In 
the new structure, Ahlstrand 
provided every local family 
with a post office box and 
maintained the building 
until 1908 when a railroad 

track reached Mineral and the 
community began receiving its mail 
by train. After falling into disrepair, 
the building was later restored by the 
Mineral Lake Lions Club. Although 
once a center for logging operations, 
tourism is Mineral’s primary 
industry today with recreational 
fishing a popular activity on scenic 
Mineral Lake, which also provides 
towering views of nearby Mount 
Rainier. 

The Seattle Times ran a brief story of the post office 
February 28, 1954 featuring this historic photograph 
from the time that it was in use.

The sign currently at the historic post office in Mineral.
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gly.com

Rooted in the Pacific Northwest culture of 
innovation and creativity since incorporation in 
1967, GLY is one of the most respected locally‑
owned general contractors, delivering projects 
in a wide range of markets, including seismic 
improvements and buildings with historic 
preservation elements. Building on a strong 
foundation of smart technology, integrated 
delivery, LEAN practices and responsible 

sustainability, GLY’s hallmark collaborative building teams have a diverse 
skill set comprised of design, engineering, architecture, construction 
management and strong field technical capabilities. Every employee has 
the opportunity to learn, grow and achieve their full potential.

pioneermasonry.com

Pioneer Masonry Restoration Company has been in the facade restoration 
and waterproofing business since our founding in 1957. In this time, we 
have completed over 15,000 projects throughout the Pacific Northwest, 
Alaska, Canada, the Czech Republic, Romania, China, and Russia. We 
have built the most skilled and experienced team in the business. Most of 
our key personnel have been with us for over 20 years; many for over 25 
years. We believe this broad base of experience in all phases of façade 
restoration and waterproofing give us the knowledge to approach our 
work with skill and confidence. We also believe we have developed a 
reputation for quality work, customer service, and for approaching our 
work in an ethical and professional manner.

smeincofseattle.com

SME Inc of Seattle is one of the 
premier electrical contractors in the 
Puget Sound region. Whether your 
project involves adding an electrical 
outlet in your kitchen, constructing 
a multi‑story office building, or 
revamping the equipment wiring 

in your manufacturing facility, SME Inc of Seattle’s team of electrical 
professionals is your choice as the best electrical contracting company 
in the region. Our relationships with our employees, our communities, 
and our customers are what differentiates SME Inc of Seattle from 
our competition. These relationships are built on our core values: 
dependability, integrity, trust, quality, and community.

srgpartnership.com

SRG’s passion is to create great 
places for people.

Founded in 1972, SRG is a full‑
service design firm providing 
award‑winning results from 

offices in Seattle and Portland. We craft idea‑driven design that 
responds to each project’s mission, program, context, schedule and 
budget. Public projects are the focus of our practice and comprise the 
majority of our work. They offer the challenges on which we thrive: 
compressed budgets and schedules, demanding technical requirements 
and the opportunity to inspire the public’s imagination. We believe that 
great civic places are rooted in a deep understanding of their history 
and context, combined with a vision for how they will evolve in the 
future. We seek these important insights by listening carefully to our 
clients, the living stewards of our public institutions.
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hcmp.com

Hillis Clark Martin & Peterson, P.S. assists private and public clients with 
a full range of land use and development, real estate, and environmental 
legal services. We understand how the pieces need to fit together—from 
front‑end feasibility and land use analysis, to entity formation, financing 
needs, real estate transactions, and permits and other entitlements. Our 
nearly 40 years of experience gives us a keen understanding of the way 
development happens in the real world.

macmiller.com

The contractor of choice in 
Washington and Oregon, 
MacDonald‑Miller Facility 
Solutions provides mechanical 
engineering, design‑build 
construction, custom metal 
fabrication, building system 
service and maintenance, and 
energy management programs. 
From envisioning a project in 
the pre‑construction phase to 
optimizing a vintage building, 
MacMiller responds to its 
customers’ unique needs with 
deep experience and industry 
intelligence.

westerngroup.com
Western Waterproofing Company serves the entire nation from over 35 
offices. We combine the best, time‑tested techniques with innovative 
technology and are the nation’s largest masonry restoration contractor. 
We have extensive experience in historic masonry renovation and 
preservation, and are also specialists in concrete restoration, including 
parking decks and stadiums.

nelsonelec.com

Since 1951, Nelson Electric has been wiring the buildings that define the 
Puget Sound region. As a design/build electrical and network cabling 
contractor, Nelson Electric delivers the expertise needed for all aspects 
of electrical construction and network cabling. From the complicated 
lighting control systems found in the renovated Seattle Art Museum 
to the robust emergency backup and uninterruptible power systems 
supplying the Grand Hyatt Tower in Bellevue, we invite you to learn 
more about Nelson Electric and the services we provide. 
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This publication has been financed in part with Federal funds from the National Park Service, Department of the Interior administered by the Washington State Department of Archaeology & Historic Preservation (DAHP). However, the 
contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the views or policies of the Department of the Interior or DAHP nor does the mention of trade names or commercial products constitute endorsement or recommendation by the Department of 
the Interior or DAHP. This program received Federal funds from the National Park Service. Regulations of the U.S. Department of Interior strictly prohibit unlawful discrimination in departmental Federally Assisted Programs on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, age, or handicap. Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility operated by a recipient of Federal assistance should write to: Director, Equal Opportunity Program, 
U.S. Department of the Interior, National Park Service, 1849 C Street, NW, Washington, D.C. 20240.

Only through membership dues and contributions is the Washington Trust able to accomplish our mission to help preserve Washington’s historic places 
through advocacy, education, collaboration and stewardship. The Board of Directors and staff sincerely thank those who contributed this past quarter:

SUSTAINING SPONSORS
$3000-$4999

Coughlin Porter Lundeen, Seattle
Daniels Real Estate, Seattle

Legacy Renovation Products 
& Services, Inc., Tacoma

Pioneer Masonry Restoration Co., Seattle
Rafn Company, Bellevue

Swenson Say Fagét, Seattle

$1500-$2999
Bartlett Tree Experts, Kenmore

Bassetti Architects, Seattle
GLY Construction, Bellevue

Hillis Clark Martin & 
Peterson, P.S., Seattle
MacDonald‑Miller  

Facility Solutions, Seattle
Nelson Electric, Inc., Seattle

SHKS Architects, Seattle

SME Inc of Seattle, Seattle
SRG Partnership, Seattle

Western Specialty Contractors, Kent

$750-$1499
Bykonen Carter Quinn, Seattle
Integrus Architecture, Seattle

MIG | SvR, Seattle
Schultz Miller, Inc., Seattle

SMR Architects, Seattle

*Contributions listed in this issue were made between June 16 – September 15. Any contributions made after September 15 will be included in the next issue.

 PRESERVATION CIRCLE ($1000+)
Judy Barbour, Seattle

Tom & Kris Bassett, Wenatchee
Jon Beveridge, Snohomish

Ginny Butler, Spokane
Holly Chamberlain, Vancouver
Cate Comerford, Port Townsend

Kevin Daniels, Seattle
Miller Hayashi Architects, Seattle

Harold & Mary Donn Jordan, Boulder, CO
Hank & Lisa Florence, Seattle

Betsy Godlewski, Spokane
Susan Goff, Olympia

Mark Hannum, Seattle
Gee and Janet Heckscher, Port Townsend

Douglas Ito, Seattle
Kevin Kane, Seattle

Paul & Janet Mann, Spokane

Reuben McKnight, Tacoma
Tom & Sue Moore, Portland

Dan Say, Seattle
Martin Smith, Inc, Seattle

David Strauss & Judith D. Swain, Seattle
Steve Stroming, Issaquah

Marie Strong, Seattle
Mary & Dick Thompson, Olympia

GOVERNMENT
Port of Port Townsend
Pierce County Landmarks and 

Preservation Commission

ORGANIZATIONS/NON-PROFITS
DuPont Historical Society, DuPont
Friends of Fort Ward, Bainbridge Island
La Conner Quilt & Textile Museum, 

La Conner
Lincoln Theatre Center Foundation, 

Mount Vernon
Points NE Historical Society, Tacoma

Port Townsend Main Street Program, 
Port Townsend

Poulsbo Historical Society, Poulsbo
Spokane Preservation Advocates, Spokane
The Hutton Settlement, Spokane
Thorp Mill Town Historical Preservation 

Society, Thorp

CORPORATE
$250-$499
Baker Boyer Bank, Walla Walla
Knightsbridge Asset Management, LLC, 

Newport Beach
Marvin Anderson Architects, Seattle
Northwest Anthropology LLC, Richland

MEMBERSHIP CONTRIBUTIONS (JULY ‑ SEPTEMBER 2016)*
INDIVIDUALS AND FAMILIES

$500-$999
David H. Johnston, Bellingham

$100-$499
Nancy Ousley & Carla 

Anderson, Seattle
Lottie Eskilsson, Seattle
Edwin P. Garretson Jr., 

Uniontown
Gerald Hansmire, Seattle
Diana James, Seattle

Lucy Meisner Wiegand,  
Portland, OR

Linda & Larry Milsow, Spokane
W. Preston Woodall, Jr., D.O., 

Tacoma
Marlen Kaiser, Seattle
Janet & Paul Rogerson, 

Bellingham

$50-$99
William Baltuck, Seattle
Betsy Bradley, Spokane

Justin Cowling, Shelton
Lois Crow, Seattle
Mary Anne Dane, Carnation
Don Glickstein, Seattle
Rod Hanna, Everett
Maruta Hiegel, Ryderwood
Herb Bridge & Edie Hilliard, 

Seattle
David Holland, Vader
Michael Dryfoos & Ilga Jansons, 

Edgewood

Brian Kamens, Tacoma
Ruth Kirk, Lacey
Carolyn Priest, Waitsburg
Faye Rainwater, Dayton
Ann Sharley, Spokane Valley
Joan Tracy, Cheney
James & Jean Hoard, Tacoma
Blair & Janet Paul, Langley
William & Sandra Shopes, 

Bainbridge Island

$20-$49
Margaret Hartzell, Okanogan
Louise Lindgren, Index
JoAnne Matsumura, Issaquah
Mollie Tremaine, Seattle
Cheri Sayer, Kent

In honor of former board member Roberta Deering’s retirement as the City of 
Sacramento’s Preservation Director, Holly Chamberlain made a contribution to the 
Washington Trust’s 40th Anniversary Campaign.

IN HONOR
Nancy Ousley & Carla Anderson of Seattle gifted an annual membership to Sally 
Orsborn of Port Ludlow.

GIFT MEMBERSHIP

ADDITIONAL CONTRIBUTIONS (JULY ‑ SEPTEMBER 2016)*

Diana James, Seattle
LouiseLindgren, Index
Linda & Larry Milsow, Spokane
Carolyn Priest, Waitsburg

VALERIE SIVINSKI  
WASHINGTON PRESERVES FUNDBrian Anderson, Tacoma 

Justin Berg, Palo Alto, CA
Ginny Butler, Spokane
Gerald Hansmire, Seattle
Reuben McKnight, Tacoma
Linda & Larry Milsow, Spokane
Marie Strong, Seattle

UNRESTRICTED CONTRIBUTIONS
Copperworks Distilling Company, Seattle
Heritage Distilling Company, Gig Harbor
Hotel Sorrento, Seattle
Kaspar’s Special Events and Catering, 

Seattle
McMenamins Pubs and Breweries, 

Portland, OR
Raising the Bar Barware, Spokane

IN-KIND

Holly Chamberlain, Vancouver
Edwin P. Garretson Jr., Uniontown

40TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION

The Norcliffe Foundation

STIMSON-GREEN MANSION 
PHASE III
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1204 Minor Avenue • Seattle, WA 98101

The Washington Trust welcomes tax deductible gifts of stock or other securities whether they have appreciated or 
declined in value. The Washington Trust is able to work directly with your broker or financial advisor to facilitate the 
gift. As always, we suggest that you consult with your independent financial, tax, or legal advisor for specific help 
with your particular situation before you proceed with such a donation. Contact us for more information.

Washington Trust for Historic Preservation 
Stimson‑Green Mansion 
1204 Minor Avenue 
Seattle, WA 98101

Join the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS �����������������������������������������
• Quarterly issues of Trust News magazine
• Free admission for member and guest to tour the Stimson-Green Mansion once annually
• Special invitations and discounts to the annual conference and events around the state
• A tax deduction - the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization
• The opportunity to be a part of the preservation of Washington’s historic resources

MEMBER INFORMATION �����������������������������������������
Name(s)  �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������

Company/Organization Name (if applicable)  �����������������������������������������������������

Address  �����������������������������������������������������������������������������������

City/State/Zip �������������������������������������������� Phone  ����������������������������

Email ��������������������������������������������������  Yes, I would like to receive e‑news

In addition to my membership, I am enclosing a gift of $ ������������������� to help the Washington Trust:

 celebrate 40 years of preservation advocacy by directing my gift to the area of greatest need

 provide Valerie Sivinski Washington Preserves Fund grants

 maintain the historic Stimson‑Green Mansion

 other (please specify)  ������������������������������������������������������������������

 My employer will match my gift (form enclosed)

 Please contact me about volunteer opportunities

PAYMENT INFORMATION 
 I am enclosing a check payable to the Washington Trust for Historic Preservation

 Please bill my credit card:  Master Card  Visa

 Card # ���������������������������������������������� Expiration Date  ���������������������

 Signature �������������������������������������������������������������������������������

 Billing Address ��������������������������������������������������������������������������

ANNUAL MEMBERSHIPS
Individual/Household

 $50
 $75
 $100 Preservation Contributor
 $250 Preservation Advocate
 $500 Preservation Patron
 $1000 Preservation Circle
 Other $ ������������������
Students, seniors, and those on 
a limited income, we graciously 
appreciate any amount you are 
comfortable contributing.

Non-profit/Corporate/Government
 $75 (Non‑profit only)
 $100 Preservation Contributor
 $250 Preservation Advocate
 $500 Preservation Patron
 $1000 Preservation Circle
 Other $ ������������������
Corporate sponsorship opportunities 
are available beginning at $750. 
Contact us for more information.

Non‑Profit Org.

US Postage

PAID

Seattle, WA

Permit No. 3063

Annual memberships run for one year from the date of receipt: 10/2016

You can now become a new 
member or renew your membership 
online at: preservewa.org

Please return this form to:


